Barriers to Learning Planning Guide for Lesson Redesign


Lesson Title:  The Physical and Human Characteristics of East Asia


Grade Level: 6th Grade

Unit Questions:

1. Why is there a large population in Eastern Asian countries living in the eastern region?

2. How do China and Japan deal with over-population?

3. How are the political systems in Japan and China the same? How are they different?

4. Compare the characteristics of developing and developed countries in Asia.

Why did you choose this lesson to revise?

I chose to reconstruct the Physical and Human Characteristics of East Asia lesson.  I felt it would be most beneficial to re-design this lesson for several reasons. I am the co-teacher in the 6th grade inclusion Social Studies class, with 28 students who have disabilities.  I also co-teach 6th grade Math. I knew the Social Studies teachers were at a loss for lessons for the fourth unit.  Often they use lessons that are provided in the eGuides.  Although the lessons are well written, the do pose many barriers specifically to the students on my caseload. For those reasons, I had narrowed by subject matter down, however, I needed to choose a specific lesson. I chose the Physical and Human Characteristics of East Asia as it was heavily based on seated text reading. The majority of the students on my caseload have a reading level of 2nd to 4th grade. All of the students with IEPs have reading goals consisting of comprehension, and fluency, as this is an area that is affected by their disability. They have proven that they do not prefer, nor do well with text-based lessons. I believe that all students will benefit from the re-design of this lesson. This lesson should be re-designed for the benefit of all the students. In addition, this is the first lesson of the fourth unit.  I believe a UDL lesson to start off a unit will give students the foundation to have a better understanding of the content to come, rather than redesigning the last lesson of a unit. 
What are the barriers to learning in the lesson you chose?
There are several barriers in this lesson.  I feel that all methods and strategies present some kind of barrier to some individual. Specifically, this lesson does pose several barriers to the students.  First, I checked the objectives, “Describe the major geographic, and climatic characteristics for South East Asia,” and, “Identify selected countries and major cities of Asia.” The objective is written in a way that does not state how the student will demonstrate his/her learning. I was surprised that the objective did not pose a barrier.

Next I checked for the materials were used in the lesson. The students complete an anticipation guide for before, during, and after reading, and another worksheet for settlement patterns. Then, the students are instructed write a brief constructed response based on their findings. The materials necessary for student use are a pencil, paper, text, and map images.  

After learning more about barriers in methods, I realized there were quite a few barriers within the lesson. First, any location can prove to be a distraction to an individual, whether it is overly stimulating to some or lack enough stimuli. Second, the groupings that are used in the lesson are individual, pairs, and class. All of which pose a barrier to different learners. Third, there are barriers in the instructional formats, or the way in which instruction is delivered. Specifically, in this lesson instruction is delivered through lecture, reading, and seatwork, all of which can be barriers.  Lastly, the method in which learning is assessed is through oral and written presentations. Both modes prove to be a barrier to differing individuals.
Using your selected lesson and what you could do to enhance it through the use of technology. Using the UDL Educator Checklist to refer to the specific principle(s) and checkpoints incorporated in your assessments. and the Universal Design for Learning Guidelines, identify the current barriers to learning for Principle I, II and III and begin planning which resources you will use to enhance and improve the lesson to reach more learners

Complete the chart below and include a copy of your original lesson with the plan you have to change it.

	Lesson Plan
	Barrier
	 UDL Principle
	What could be done to improve/change instruction? 
	Which technology resources could be used to enhance this lesson?
	How do these resources support UDL

	The Physical and Human Characteristics
Of
East Asia

	Text
	( I: Multi Means of Representation (1.1, 1.2, 1.3)
	Allow students to choose a method of receiving the information. In addition to a textbook, students could watch a Discovery Streaming video, or research on the web. For students with lower reading level I could provide a parallel text. The text can be differentiated based on the learner, and stripped down to the most concrete and necessary information. I could also provide an audio recording of the information. I could also transfer necessary information and create a powerpoint. Graphics paired with a verbal explanation of each slide, would allow for differentiation for representation.
	Text can be manipulated on paper, or on a word processor. If the material is put on to a word processor I can enable text-to-speech, modify the size of the text, highlight key information, and input specific graphics such as charts, and maps. I can control how much or how little I add to the document, as to not distract the reader. 

*ShowSounds for Windows XP provides instruction for windows to assist in representing information in different ways. 
	The barriers to text are broken down so that all learners can reach the content.  Whether it is through text to speech, manipulating text features, or making a multi-media presentation, each student will have accessibility to the same information.

	
	Images
	( I: Multi Means of Representation (1.3, 2.1, 2.2, 2.3,)


	The images are maps in an atlas. The students need to locate and label physical features of South East Asia.  In order to make this meaningful, the students need background knowledge, visual processing skills, and sight. For the students that are visually challenged, I could provide a Braille map, provide an enlarged map or allow them to use the large class map. To address background knowledge, we can refer to maps that have already been completed during the year.
	Provide a verbal description of the features of the map. I could provide a touch equivalent made of clay, so that students can understand mountain, river, ocean, plateau, and desert.

Resources: (Learning Through Listening provides lesson plans for the visually impaired with the focus on listening. Described and Captioned media has over 4,000 videos for students who are deaf and/or blind. National Center on Instructional Materials offers formats of content for students with disabilities.)
	The barriers to understanding images are eliminated so that each student has an equal opportunity to reap the benefits. 

	
	Pencil/paper
	( II: Provide Multiple means for Action and Expression
	Paper and pencil are a barrier because students need to possess fine motor skills and special awareness. I can adapt the way students record information depending on the degree of their disability.  I can give students a choice of how they would like to display information. I could also provide a scribe for students with limited mobility of their arms, hands, and fingers.
	I can use a storyboard for students that cannot write in the given worksheet. I can create several different graphic organizers to assist students with spatially organizing the information. Some students who cannot control a pencil can utilize the keyboard.  I could allow students to type key information. 

*Education Oasis offers a collection of graphic organizers, as does Exploratree. CoSketch is like an online whiteboard, and it allows you to write on digitally saved images, or plain background
	The barriers to using a pencil are removed by allowing more methods for input. Because some students may not have the background knowledge necessary  to use a pencil, I needed to provide other tools so that each student could find a way to organize key information. 

	
	Groupings
	( II: Provide Multiple means for Action and Expression
	Instead of allowing students to choose their own group, I would like to group them with people that they already feel comfortable with and have a secret agenda for mixed grouping.

Also the pencil/paper and text activity was previously an independent assignment.  Since text can be quite a barrier, I want them to discuss their findings with a partner. The repetitive nature allows for more opportunity for the information to be put into long term memory. Also hearing information from a peer can help clarify any misunderstandings.
	Because group work can be a barrier for some who are not aware of the culture, I could prepare a rubric for effective group work. Another rubric could be made for the quality of their presentation. 

I can create a task list for students who may need assistance staying on track, and avoiding distractions.
	Different grouping can be a barrier for different people. Whether it is individual, pairs, or group work, some student may not have equal access. To ensure all students have an opportunity to excel in groups, I will provide a rubric to help scaffold appropriate behavior, for those who may not be familiar with the culture. In addition, the lesson with provide different opportunities for diffentiated grouping. Therefore, all students will get to experience the mode they feel most comfortable with.

	
	Oral Presentation
	( II: Provide Multiple means for Action and Expression
	I could give students the choice of how they would like to present their findings. Not all students should be required to write a BCR to show what they have learned.
	Students could  make a powerPoint, posterboard, outline, or graphic organizer to display learning. Students could make a movie instead of getting in front of the class live.

*DVolver movie maker, CRAYON (Create your own newspaper),
	Not all students have the same artistic, or interpersonal ability. Students that lack the ability to speak in front of others, or who lacks spatial awareness, may not do as well, thus proving to be a barrier. Therefore, allowing the students to choose a method in which they feel comfortable sharing what they learned, will allow for equal access to express their learning.

	
	Written

Present-ation
	( II: Provide Multiple means for Action and Expression
	
	
	

	
	Lecture
	( 1: Multiple Means of Representation

	Lecture will be minimized. Teacher will speak only to provide instruction, transistions, and over arching questions. Instead of teacher lecturing, individual groups will have an opportunity to present their findings using several different modalities.
	Provide typed transcripts for what is discussed. Create and display graphs, and other visuals during discussion. (For a deaf student, I could provide speech to text with voice recognition, or a ASL specialist.

(7.3: Allow for some sensory stimuli, to decrease distraction, and help keep students on task.
	Lectures can cause barriers to certain students who may have a disability processing receptive language, or who may speak a different language, will not be able to process key auditory information. By ensuring all students can receive the information, through different representation, there will be no barriers. 

	
	Reading
	( 1: Multi Means of Representation
((also#  3 Multiple means for Engagement)


	* See Text

All instructions that are to be read can also be said allowed.
	*See Text


	

	
	Seat Work
	( I: Multiple Means of Representation
( (also III:  Multiple means for Engagement)


	Seat work will be minimized, in order to keep the students motivated and focused. Instead of completing worksheet after worksheet, the lesson will be re-designed to allow for variety, and engagement. 
	Student can be provided with a task list in order to keep him/her motivated, and aware of his/her progress. 
	Seat work can be a barrier, as some students can be easily distracted. By minimizing seat work, and provide a task list, students can successfully break barriers.


Include a copy of your original lesson with this chart as you work through the barriers and begin identifying how you might change it.


