Animal Adaptations Project Argument Writing Rubric                            	      		Name:_________________________________

	PART 1
	TEHEHE ANIMAL AND ENVIRONMENT
	Pts Earn
	Pts Poss

	Animal
	· Animal is made of out a toilet paper tube
	
	1

	
	Presence of Physical Adaptations:
· Feeding adaptation(s)
· First evading predator (survival) adaptation
· Second evading predator (survival) adaptation
	

	
2
2
2

	Habitat
	Location: _______________________________________________
· Animal is somehow shown in its environment
· Visual description of habitat
· Predator present
· Food present
· Adaptations are appropriate for selected environment
	

	
1
2
2
2
3

	Section Point Total:
	
	17




	PART 2
	What to includeTHE ARGUMENT ESSAY
	Pts EarnPoints possible
	Pts Possoints earned

	Paragraph1
	Summarizes the DietBrief description of the animal and its habitat
· Habitat 
· 3 adaptations The name of the diet
· What does the diet claim to do?Food source
· Other facts about the dietPredator
	5
	
1
3
1
1

	Paragraph 2 2
	Supporting DetailsYour claim – explain why these adaptations have improved the fitness of your animal.
· Reason one to choose this diet
· Details and/or examples that support this reason

· Feeding Adaptation: __________________________________Reason number two to choose this diet
· Details and/or examples that support this reason
· 
· Survival Adaptation 1: _________________________________
· Survival Adaptation 2: _________________________________

	








	

2
2
2

	Paragraph 3
	Counter claim – explain how these adaptations may actually decrease the fitness of your animal. (the other side of the argument)
· Feeding Adaptation: __________________________________
· Survival Adaptation 1: _________________________________
· Survival Adaptation 2: _________________________________Reason not to select this diet
D
etails and/or examples that support your reason

	


	

2
2
2

	Paragraph 45
	Conclusion – final support of your claim.
· Discussed how the positive adaptations outweigh the negative adaptations for survival (each adaptation addressed)
· Description of the future for this animalWhy the counter claim is flawed or why the original claim is correct
	
5
	
3

2

	References
	You must include at least three references that are properly sited
	6
	

	
	Reference to macromolecules throughout your argument
	6
	

	
	Complete sentences, grammar punctuation, typed (or written legibly in ink)
	4
	4

	Section Point Total:Total
	50
	27




      Overall Total Points: ________/ 44

Grades                                               Comments/Suggestions:
45 – 50    A
40 – 44    B
35 – 39    C
30 -  34    D
------     E
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